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Biodiversity loss is seriously
threatening livelihoods and
economies

Nature is an essential prerequisite for the preservation of humankind. Ecosystems provide us with
vital “services” such as air purification, climate regulation, food, medicine, and even cultural and
psychological benefits. In addition, an intact nature protects us against the environmental
disruptions that climate change brings (such as floods or extreme temperatures). Sadly, however,
the stability and resilience of nature on our planet is in staggering decline, as we are losing
biodiversity and destroying ecosystems at an alarming and unprecedented rate and scale. If
humanity - by far the major contributor to biodiversity loss — continues on this path, we risk
eroding the foundation on which we all depend, ultimately threatening the habitability of our
planet.

As with climate change, a major push to combat the loss of biodiversity and halt the damages done
to nature is long overdue. The world has seen populations of individual species drop by almost 70%
since 1970 — while the human population has more than doubled during the same period. As our
economies are major drivers of this loss of biodiversity, and more than half of the global GDP is
dependent on nature as a “service provider,” the biodiversity crisis urgently requires the attention
and action of the private sector. There is an enormous gap here: while the climate crisis has
rightfully gained widespread attention, it is now imperative to address the biodiversity crisis with
the same vigor.

With Germany being one of the world’s most powerful economies, German companies have
enormous impact on biodiversity loss through both their in-house operations and global value
chains. General awareness of this is sharply increasing at present, as became clear from the
interviews we conducted for this study: in talking to 22 major German companies, we observed that
an increasing number are recognizing the extent of both their influence and their dependence on
nature, closely following upcoming regulations, and starting to take action.
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The interviews also showed that we are just at the outset of a long journey. Incremental changes will
not suffice to solve the biodiversity crisis — we will need fundamental changes in the realm of
business. This will require visionary strategies and continuous implementation efforts; business
models will need reassessment and realignment. Eventually, every single business will have to
respond to the biodiversity crisis — either proactively or due to growing pressure from governments,
consumers, and investors demanding change, as is currently happening with climate action.

Our report sheds light on this necessary action. The following chapters describe the roadblocks on
the way to a solution and present an effective approach to help businesses from all sectors of the
economy undergo their transformation: the WWF One Planet Business Framework for Biodiversity
Stewardship. Incorporating and combining effective practices from various existing approaches and
tools, this Framework encompasses five iterative steps that, when followed, guide companies in
addressing biodiversity risks and making adequate contributions to the recovery of biodiversity. A
meaningful first step is always to understand impacts and interdependencies as well as
biodiversity-related risks and opportunities, for which companies can use the Bain Nature and
Biodiversity Diagnostic Tool.

In our experience, early adopters of this approach can benefit in many ways: In addition to
enhanced risk mitigation, they have a real opportunity to become more attractive to both investors
and employees and, in the long-term, to access and exploit new business opportunities. While this
will probably not happen overnight, some of the examples in this report show what is possible even
today.

Our future, the habitability of our planet, and, ultimately, our own well-being depend on the actions
we take now. By prioritizing nature in business decisions, developing sustainable practices, and
fostering collaboration, we can create a future where nature and business can coexist as partners in
our strive for a life worth living. With this report, we hope to demonstrate that, if we pull together,
we have the power to challenge and adjust our actions and choices in meaningful ways, thus living
up to our responsibility to ensure a resilient and vibrant planet for generations to come.

Heike Vesper Karl Strempel
Chief Executive, Transformation Partner, Bain & Company
Politics and Markets
WWF Germany
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Executive summary

Biodiversity loss is threatening our
planet - businesses are key players in
halting and reversing it

The foundation of life on earth is at risk, threatening our economic systems and humanity at
large

> We are currently witnessing the sixth mass extinction in the history of our planet. Globally,
populations of species monitored in the WWF Living Planet Report have declined by an average
69 percent since 1970. In Germany, 33% of vertebrates and 31% of plant species are currently
endangered.

» Key drivers of this biodiversity loss are changes in land, freshwater, and sea use, resource
exploitation, pollution, invasive species and diseases, and climate change. Human activities in
particular put increasing pressures on biodiversity: we have altered three-quarters of the land-
based and about two-thirds of the marine environment.

» Inthe near term, the biodiversity crisis is putting more than half of the global GDP at risk, as
that is the part depending on nature’s goods and services. The World Economic Forum
considers the biodiversity crisis one of the top 5 risks for the global economy.

German companies surveyed are aware that they have substantial impact on biodiversity
along the different segments of the value chain; some are attempting to take first actions

» Biodiversity is a top priority for companies; however, it is not yet as important as climate change
and digitization. This will likely change as the topic gains more traction, leading to increasing
demand from society and pressure from regulators and NGOs.
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»  With a strong manufacturing industry, an export-oriented economy, an important financial
center, and a strong demand for agricultural imports (livestock feed, fruits and vegetables,
coffee, cacao etc.), Germany has a strong impact on the drivers of biodiversity loss. This impact
is not limited to its corporations’ own operations but is particularly relevant in upstream and
downstream activities within value chains.

»  Ourevaluation sheds light on the impacts of major German industries. It shows the importance
of engaging value chains to reduce adverse impacts and to drive restoration and protection of
biodiversity, especially in the secondary and tertiary sector. The identification of places and
activities that contribute most to a company’s impacts on biodiversity is critical to allow for a
focus of corporate resources on value chain stages where actions are most urgently needed to
preserve biodiversity and lower business risks. Next to engagement in value chains, businesses
should critically examine and possibly adjust their business models and business decisions (e.g.,
product design and durability, portfolio etc.) once identified where nature is most adversely
impacted.

» Interviews with more than 20 senior sustainability executives from industry-leading companies
show that the majority of companies are aware of both their impacts and dependencies on
biodiversity. Some have also started to take first steps but acknowledge that the extent of action
is only low to medium so far

» While many companies have started to analyze and mitigate their biodiversity impacts, we see
few companies that systematically integrate risks and opportunities in their approach.

Reasons for companies to act: risk mitigation, preservation of nature — and the chance to
exploit new business opportunities in the future

» Based on the interviews conducted, most of the biodiversity efforts of German companies seem
to be driven by intrinsic motivation. Risk mitigation plays an increasingly important role.

» Businesses that manage their impact on biodiversity have the chance to gain competitive
advantages through access to growing markets, increasing demand for sustainable products,
lower costs, advantageous financing, and better reputation.

» Inthelong run, biodiversity management is expected to become a general imperative, as risks
will continue to grow and stricter regulations are about to evolve.

Despite several roadblocks to biodiversity action, solutions do exist. Some German
companies have embarked on their biodiversity stewardship journey

»  According to the German companies we interviewed, key obstacles to biodiversity action are a
lack of standardized metrics and measurement approaches, competition with other topics for
attention and resources, and the difficulty to drive the necessary action in supply chains.

@ BAIN (‘) Preserving Biodiversity: A Call to Action for German Businesses 7

WWF & COMPANY



»  Despite these roadblocks, a number of German companies from different industries have
started working to reduce the pressures they exert on biodiversity. And indeed, companies
should not lose any more time waiting for further regulations and measurement approaches but
seek to take preemptive measures and adopt existing approaches.

»  Valuable guidance for businesses in planning, implementing, and scaling up meaningful bio-
diversity-related action is available. Above all, they include ambitious integrated frameworks
such as the WWF One Planet Business Framework for Biodiversity Stewardship: the framework
structures the corporate biodiversity stewardship journey, bundles key sustainability
approaches (e.g.: science-based targets for nature, nature-related financial disclosure) and
defines clear ambition levels for targets, thus supporting effective biodiversity management.

In the long run, incremental changes will not be enough to tackle the global biodiversity
crisis and put nature on a path to recovery. Companies will need to rethink and transform their
business models to live up to the global goal of “living in harmony with nature” set out by the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Those taking action now will be able to substantially
mitigate their biodiversity risks, exploit new business opportunities, and become more attractive for
employees, investors, and other stakeholders.
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Study participants

The study draws upon the insights of 22 German companies that participated in our research. They
were selected based on their relevance for predefined focus industries. To ensure a comprehensive
and well-rounded analysis, we conducted interviews with a range of professionals, including Chief
Sustainability officers and sustainability specialists. We would like to express our gratitude to these
companies and individuals for their time and valuable contributions to our study. The following
companies have been actively involved in this study:
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Chapter 1

The foundation of life is at
serious risk

Biodiversity and ecosystems support human societies by providing ecosystem
services: enabling food and wood production, providing access to clean water,
absorbing emissions, and mitigating risks of natural disasters. Human activities
have put the natural variety of life on our planet under extreme pressure.
Biodiversity is now a top risk to the global economy, as more than 50% of global
GDP depends highly or moderately on nature’s goods and services.

Key takeaways

P Over the past decades, biodiversity has been under unprecedented pressure, as evident from increased
degradation as well as loss of habitats and species around the globe. Globally, populations of species
monitored in the WWF Living Planet Report have declined by an average 69 percent since 1970. We are
facing the sixth global mass extinction, with millions of species at risk.

In Germany, 33% of vertebrates and 31% of plant species are currently endangered

This growing pressure on biodiversity is caused by human activities. Key drivers are changes in land,
freshwater and sea use, resource exploitation, pollution, invasive species and diseases, and climate
change.

>  Biodiversity loss constitutes a threat not just to businesses but to humanity itself. Businesses, the economy
at large, and society rely on nature’s goods and services for remaining functional. Human-induced
pressure on nature - and the institutional failure to reverse biodiversity loss - puts $44 trillion of
economic, nature-dependent value (more than half of global GDP) at risk.

> Biodiversity is closely connected to other environmental and social sustainability topics, especially climate
change. To solve the biodiversity crisis, it is imperative that businesses, civil society, and individuals
address these sustainability challenges holistically.
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Biodiversity is the foundation of human life on earth

Ecosystems, species, and genes: biodiversity is defined as the variety - at all
levels - of life on Earth. Its importance to human society cannot be overstated.

Besides representing a value of its own, biodiversity also supports humans, societies, and
businesses with natural goods and services that our very existence depends on (exhibit 2). The
benefits provided by the natural environment and healthy ecosystems are referred to as ecosystem
services.

Exhibit 1: Biodiversity is crucial for all aspects of life - spanning across ecosystems, species, and genes, it
provides humans with critical natural goods and services
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We typically distinguish between (1) provisioning services (or ecosystem goods) such as food, raw
materials, and energy; (2) regulating services such as carbon sequestration, pollination, and pest
and disease control; (3) cultural services such as recreational experiences; and (4) supporting
services, by which we mean underlying natural processes such as photosynthesis or the water
cycle.! While we often assign monetary value to ecosystem goods such as food and raw materials -
and less often to the services nature provides —, these are no less critical for human life.

Biodiversity is at serious risk, both globally and in Germany

The hazards for biodiversity have rapidly grown in recent decades.
Industrialization and overconsumption of natural resources have driven an
unprecedented loss of species and habitats - both globally and in Germany.

In the past 50 years, our planet has witnessed an unprecedented and well documented loss of
biodiversity. Globally, populations of species monitored in the WWF Living Planet Report have
declined by an average 69 percent since 19702 a million species worldwide are at risk of extinction.?
Largely caused by human activities, species are going extinct far more rapidly these days: extinction
rates are now 100-1,000 times higher than the average rates over the past tens of millions of years.*
In addition, 75% of the world’s ice-free land surface has significantly been altered through human
activity®, specifically urbanization and agricultural land use change.

This loss of biodiversity is not only occurring in “far-away” regions - it also happens in our vicinity.
Despite various conservation efforts, biodiversity in Germany has declined significantly over the
past century. Key drivers such as urbanization, intensive land use, soil sealing, and nitrogen and
pesticide pollution have led to a destruction and fragmentation of habitats. According to the
German Red List Centre, 33% of vertebrates and 31% of plant species are currently endangered®. In
fact, among the OECD countries, Germany has the second highest share of mammals threatened by
extinction.” Bird and insect species are at even greater risk in Germany: the total amount of insects
has declined by 75% in just 27 years.® Only 6.5% of the land area in Germany has been designated as
nature conservation areas® — far from the 30% target for 2030 recently set and agreed upon under
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework!°.

! The National Wildlife Federation (no date) °*WWF (2022c¢)

2WWF (2022 a) 7 OECD.Stat (2023)

3IPBES (2019 a) 8FONA (2022)

4 Dasgupta (2021) 2 BFN (2019)

SIPBES (2019 a) © European Commission (2022)

@ BAIN (‘) Preserving Biodiversity: A Call to Action for German Businesses 13

WWF & COMPANY



Exhibit 2: Biodiversity loss stems from five main global direct drivers linked to human activities
Modification of nature by complete removal, fragmen-

@ tation, or reduction in quality of ecosystems, caused by
Changes in land, activities such as unsustainable agriculture and forest
freshwater, and sea use LNk management, infrastructure, construction, and extraction
i of metals and minerals.

Direct exploitation through unsustainable hunting, fishing,

- and harvesting practices as well as water, soil, and organic
Direct resource Bl NS X resource extraction, and indirect exploitation when resources
exploitation ¢ i are unintentionally removed (e.g., bycatch in fisheries).

Direct impact on ecosystems and species by, e.g., oil spills,
incineration, and chemical substances used in production
Pollution sites, microplastics, pesticides, and excess nutrient loads.

Non-native species competing with native species for space,

. food, and other resources, preying on native species or

Spread of invasive alien A spreading non-native diseases. Such species/diseases can

species and diseases g / \ spread involuntarily via ballast water or via imported living
Ay material, e.g., exotic garden plants.

GHG emissions causing increased temperatures, which re-
sult in extreme weather events that require species to adapt
Climate change 3 = (if possible) and lead to seasonal events such as migration

' and reproduction occurring at the wrong time.

Source: Adapted, based on IPBES (2019a)

Biodiversity loss is largely caused by five direct global drivers, all of them linked to human activity:
(a) extensive changes in land, freshwater, and sea use, (b) resource exploitation, (c) pollution, (d)
invasive species and diseases, and (e) climate change!. The degradation of biodiversity has a severe
impact not only on ecosystems and species, but also on modern societies, including businesses,
which both impact and depend on functioning and stable ecosystems. Businesses and society at
large are extracting more goods and services from nature than ever before, and the

"TPBES (2019b)
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overconsumption of natural resources comes at the expense of nature's biodiversity and resilience.
The Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological resources and
services in a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year. In Germany, this day was on
May 4 in 2023 (compared to August 2 for the full globe), which means that for the remainder of the
year, Germany is effectively diminishing ecological resources and accumulating ecological debt.??

In addition to the five direct drivers of biodiversity loss, there is a number of underlying, indirect
drivers. As described in WWF’s Living Planet Report, these include human population growth,
technological development, unsustainable business models, and overconsumption.®* With the
exception of population growth, all of them are closely linked to business activity. Indirect drivers
are socio-economic factors that affect biodiversity primarily by accelerating the impact of direct
drivers, e.g., human population growth is accelerating all direct drivers of biodiversity loss. It is
beyond the scope of this report to describe each indirect driver for German sectors in detail, but it is
quite obvious that system-level changes and solving issues such as overconsumption are crucial in
reversing nature loss.

Despite the severity and inherent risks associated with the nature crisis, biodiversity has historically
received less attention than other global threats, most notably climate change. This is now
changing, as (a) the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) has provided a series of new
global targets (agreed upon as of December 2022); (b) the Science-Based Targets Network (SBTN) is
providing a framework for target-setting, and (c) there is an increasing number of standards for risk
assessment and disclosure. Additional targets have been provided by emerging frameworks such as
the Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosure (TNFD), as well as by new regulations (e.g., the
Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive CSRD, as further elaborated on in Chapter 5). These
targets are gaining relevance, as they are gradually adopted by the private sector.

According to reports by the World Economic Forum, over 1,000 global experts and leaders expect
biodiversity loss and related environmental risks to evolve into one of the most critical threats to the
global economy within the coming decade (exhibit 4). What is more, studies indicate that a failure
to reverse the development before 2030 could push the biodiversity loss beyond irreversible tipping
points where essential ecosystem services would start collapsing, putting more than half of the
global GDP at risk.” This underlines why businesses need to improve their understanding of the
impact of biodiversity loss, their role in reversing the current trend, and the measures they can take.

2 Earth Overshoot Day (2023) “WEF (2023)
B WWEF (2022a) SWEF (2020a)
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Exhibit 3: Overexploitation of natural resources accelerates species extinction'
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Source: Scott (2008), Krausmann, et al. (2018), Maddison Project Database/ World Bank (2017), United Nations Population Division (2019)

Why tipping points matter so much: The Amazon rainforest at risk

A tipping point is a “critical threshold beyond which a system reorganizes, often abruptly
and/or irreversibly,”" leading to a noticeable deterioration in living conditions for humans
and many other species that depend on the current ecosystem balance. One example of a
tipping point heavily impacting the climate — and biodiversity - is the Amazon rainforest
dieback, a point at which the Amazon rainforest’s self-sustaining ecosystem will collapse.

Currently, the Amazon creates its own weather patterns by recycling the forest’s moisture,
generating as much as 45% of its total precipitation. This hydrological virtuous cycle is

'* Human population growth, economic growth, and consumption
have fueled a 3x increase in global resource extraction by humans
across supply chains between 1970 and 2020. In that same time
interval, the global population of mammals, birds, amphibians,

reptiles, and fish has declined at a similar alarming rate. GDP data
for 1900-1950 is extrapolated based on available data for 1900,
1913,1940 and 1950.

7IPCC (2023)
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increasingly disrupted by climate change and forest losses, mainly due to deforestation
(between 2005 and 2017, EU imports alone led to the deforestation of 3.5 million hectares,
emitting 1,807 million tons of CO,®). Scientists like Carlos Nobre fear that if once the rate of
deforestation reaches 20 to 25% of the original surface area (present: ~20%"), the hydrological
cycle will collapse, turning the rainforest into scrubby savanna in a matter of decades. Apart
from an enormous loss of biodiversity, this would also substantially affect the local and global
climate, further reinforcing the vicious cycle of forest loss in the Amazon rainforest and
beyond.?

Exhibit 4: Biodiversity loss is a top risk to the global economy

Top 10 global risks ranked by severity over the long term (10 years)

Failure to mitigate climate change

Failure of climate-change adaptation

Natural disasters and extreme weather event
Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse _
Large-scale involuntary migration

Natural resource crises

Erosion of social cohesion and societal polarization
Widespread cybercrime and cyber insecurity
Geoeconomic confrontation

Large-scale environmental damage incident

M Biodiversity risk Other environmental risk Other risk
Source: WEF (2022)
BWWF (2021a) 2 Lovejoy et al. (2018)
¥ Amazonia (2022)
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Biodiversity loss is clearly a pressing issue and awareness of its impacts is increasing among both
businesses and consumers. That said, biodiversity has not yet received the resources and attention
that the severity of the situation requires.

"The criticality of the biodiversity crisis is not currently fully reflected in public or
business sustainability discussions.”

Alexander Liedke, Head of Responsible Sourcing, Lidl Germany

Biodiversity is closely related to other major sustainability topics

The biodiversity crisis is strongly linked to topics such as the climate crisis, and
must therefore be tackled jointly with those topics. An integrated approach will
both accelerate sustainable development and reduce the cost of risk mitigation.

The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a key framework for identifying and
prioritizing sustainability efforts, both for businesses and for society at large. The 17 SDGs outline
what we need to achieve to create “a better and more sustainable future for all” across themes
relating to the biosphere, society, and economy.? The biosphere, consisting of all parts on Earth
where life exists, is the most fundamental component, with goals including access to clean water,
halting climate change, and maintaining biodiversity through SDG 14: “Life below water” and SDG
15: “Life on land.”

An intact biosphere is crucial for maintaining an intact society and economy (exhibit 5). If
biodiversity loss continues, and if we fail to achieve the goals related to the biosphere, all other
SDGs related to society and economy will become unreachable. According to IPBES, current
negative trends in biodiversity will undermine progress towards 80% of the SDG targets set for
poverty, hunger, health, freshwater, cities, climate, oceans, and land. To give an example,
biodiversity loss is putting at risk the progress toward SDG 2: “Zero hunger,” as the capacity of
agricultural systems to adapt to changing conditions and shocks, such as climate change or
outbreaks of pests is undermined.?

' United Nations (no date) 2 Welthungerhilfe (2021)
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Exhibit 5: Biodiversity is highly interconnected with multiple SDGs - the Sustainably Development Goals
of the UN
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Source: Adapted from Stockholm Resilience Center (2016)

In short, our planet is affected by a double crisis, biodiversity and climate change, which are clearly
interconnected. Climate change is one of the key drivers of biodiversity loss, and biodiversity loss,
in turn, is driving climate change (through deforestation, among other things).?> Compared to pre-
industrial times, the temperature on earth has already increased by 1.2°C; extreme temperature
conditions and weather events are growing more and more common. Looking at the concrete effects
of temperature increase, its impacts on biodiversity are clear:>* increased warming makes a growing
number of species lose much of their habitats (exhibit 6), a change that occurs faster than many
species can adapt to escape from via migration. Unless we prevent global warming from exceeding
1.5°C, the temperature increase is expected to enormously accelerate the extinction of species. The
higher the temperatures rise, the worse their impacts on life on earth. Unless we limit warming to a
maximum of 1.5°C, climate change is likely to become a dominant cause of biodiversity loss.? For
example, if the earth’s temperature increases by 2°C as opposed to 1.5°C, extinction risk will
accelerate by at least 2x within the biodiversity hotspots.?

2 WEF (2022) ' WWEF (2022a)
24 World Meteorological Organization (2022) 20TPCC (2021)
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Exhibit 6: Higher temperature increases are accelerating biodiversity loss which in turn leads to lower a
resilience to climate change pressures and lower carbon sequestration potential
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Source: Warren, et al. (2018)

There is broad scientific consensus on the impact that climate has on biodiversity. The IPCC’s
recent report also underlines the fundamental importance of protecting biodiversity, due to its key
role in enabling climate-resilient development and reducing pressures related to climate change. As
a concrete example, marine and terrestrial ecosystems remove nearly 50% of human-created CO»
from the atmosphere.” Given these strong interdependencies, biodiversity conservation and
restoration are the most promising approaches to halt climate change.

¥ TPCC (2022)
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"We need comprehensive sustainability strategies that embrace the
interconnections between sustainability issues, such as climate change and
biodiversity loss, and their social consequences.”

Andreas Gehlhaar, Head of Sustainability and Environment, Deutsche Bahn AG

However, there are also key differences between the two, and measures to combat global warming
and biodiversity loss may even conflict with each other at times (for instance, offshore wind
turbines save CO2 emissions but can destroy marine habitats). Between the two, biodiversity loss
appears to be the more complex challenge at first: (a) it requires locally focused approaches (local
species, local composition of ecosystems, multiple interdependencies) - while CO,emissions can be
reduced through various cross-regional measures (nature-based solutions, direct air capture);? (b)
biodiversity requires multiple metrics and more sophisticated measurement systems compared to
just one global metric — CO, equivalents — for climate change; (c) the cause-and-effect dynamics of
biodiversity loss are non-linear, whereas with climate change, more emissions will generally
accelerate global warming. However, regardless of these complexities and the less advanced stage of
biodiversity-management, the key drivers of biodiversity loss are well known - so we can and
should reverse nature loss today.

"At times, there is a conflict between biodiversity and climate action, e.g., roof
greening vs. installation of solar panels.”

Dr. Karin Hinrichs-Petersen, Head of Environmental Protection, Aurubis AG

* IPBES-IPCC (2021)
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Businesses depend on healthy ecosystems

According to WEF, more than 50% of the global GDP is estimated to be highly or
moderately dependent on nature and the services it provides. And businesses
impact nature in the places they operate and throughout their value chains.

Human activities directly affect nature. In fact, much of the dramatic biodiversity loss we see is
caused by business operations — in particular of companies operating in the agricultural, forestry
and industrial sectors. And it is not only through their own operations that businesses affect nature,
but also through their value chain activities, which often reach across the globe.

The issue is all the more urgent, as businesses heavily depend on nature. They depend on the
availability of its resources, on its services (such as pollination), and on the infrastructure and
nature experience needed, e.g., for tourism and business travel. As a consequence, the current rate
of biodiversity loss gravely affects the economics of corporations, posing a major threat to the
economy and the role businesses play in it. (This interdependency between business activity and
nature, to the extent that it directly affects companies’ finances, is usually referred to as double
materiality.)

"The business risk of not acting on biodiversity is extremely high for us. We need
a vital and diverse nature to provide key ingredients for our products.”

Georg Hoffmann, Head of Sustainability, Ritter Sport (Alfred Ritter GmbH & Co. KG)

In fact, if we fail to reverse the current trend before 2030, biodiversity loss would be pushed beyond
irreversible tipping points — which, in turn, would place over 50% ($44 trillion) of the global GDP at
risk?. So, it is evident that companies need to act quickly to combat biodiversity loss.

One prerequisite for targeted action is a clear and comprehensive view of the pressures that
business operations put on nature. The next chapter will therefore shed some light on German
companies’ impact on biodiversity.

* WEF (2020D)
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